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SDC Potomac Chapter
Fall Tour

Delmarva Peninsula

October 20-22, 2006
Friday, October 20, 2006

9:00 a.m.  Meet in parking lot of Hemingway’s Restaurant at Pier One Marina, Stevensville, MD 410-643-2722.  When you cross the Chesapeake Bay Bridge you’ll see the restaurant on the right, go a little ways past it to an access road type entrance and turn right.  Greet fellow travelers, receive information packets, and pay for the sites requiring advance payment (amounts Gail will collect are  listed below in bold and underlined; cash appreciated as we will just turn it over to the different sites as we visit).
9:15 a.m.  Depart for Ocean City….with a few stops along the way!

Travel south on Route 50 to 662; turn right on 662 to town of Wye Mills.

We’ll make rather quick stops or “drive-bys” at Wye Oak Park and Wye Grist Mill, depending on our timing.  Out of hundreds of mills on the east coast in colonial times, only a few survive, and fewer still operate.  As the oldest working mill in Maryland (1682) this flour-producing grist mill shipped barrels of flour via the Chesapeake Bay to the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War.  www.historicqac.org/sites/WMgristmill.htm.
Follow 662 back out to Route 50.  Head south (east) on 50 toward Easton and on to Cambridge.

10:30 a.m.  In Cambridge we’ll visit the J.M. Clayton Company, “the oldest working crab processing plant in the world.”  The tour includes a brief history of the company; a walk out to the dock where crabs are bought, sorted, and cooked for picking; a visit to the picking room where people pick crab almost like it was done 114 years ago; and a visit to the packing room.  The tour lasts about 45 minutes. 108 Commerce Street, Cambridge, MD 21613, 410-228-1661. www.jmclayton.com  Cost is $5.00 per person.

11:30 a.m.  Leave Cambridge and head to Hurlock, MD/Secretary, MD via U.S. 50 east to a left on MD 16.  After about 5 miles, turn left on MD 14.  Cross the Warwick River, go straight on Main St. and then turn left on Poplar St. (at the post office).  From here it’s about 1.7 miles to the restaurant, which will be on the left once you cross the bridge.  The drive is a little more than 12 ½ miles and about 23 minutes long from Cambridge.  
12:30 p.m. Lunch at the Suicide Bridge Restaurant, 6304 Suicide Bridge Road, Hurlock, MD 21643 410-943-4689 www.suicidebridge.com.  Order from the menu and pay on your own.
2:00 p.m. Proceed to Ocean City via Salisbury (Route 50) where we’ll stop at the Country House and Country Village, “the largest country store in the east.”  The store is located at 805 East Main Street, Salisbury, MD 21804, 410-749-1959, www.thecountryhouse.com.  

3:30 p.m. On to Ocean City via Route 50 east to Route 90 east.  Check in to the Holiday Inn Oceanfront, 67th St. and Coastal Highway, 410-524-1600. The rate is $89 per night + sales tax and a 2-night stay is required.  You should have reserved your room here by September 22, 2006.  If you didn’t and no rooms are available, please check around for other OC lodging…there are many hotels in town.
4:00 – 6:00 p.m.  Free time!  Happy Hour or explore or walk on the beach or rest up before dinner.
6:30 p.m. Dinner at Phillips Crab House, 21st Street & Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 410-289-6821, www.phillipsoc.com.  We’ll meet in the hotel parking lot no later than 6:15 p.m. and travel together to Phillips.  They can provide checks by the couple here.  Order from the menu and pay on your own.
Saturday, October 21, 2006

Breakfast on your own – your hotel has a restaurant (Reflections), however  there are many other very good breakfast places all along Coastal Highway.  You might want to try the Dough Roller or Bagels & Buns around 70th Street; General’s Kitchen, House of Pancakes or Bayside Skillet (all before you reach 79th Street if heading north on Coastal Highway from the hotel).
9:00 a.m. Meet in hotel parking lot.  Depart for West Ocean City.

9:15 a.m. Tour the Wheels of Yesterday car museum, 12708 Ocean Gateway, Ocean City, MD 21842, 410-213-7329.  This is a small museum and shouldn’t take us too long to go through.  There are several errors in the display descriptions.  Can you find them?  Admission is $4.00 per person ($2.00 for groups of 20 or more – if we have that many, I’ll return the difference). 
10:00 a.m. Leave the auto museum and proceed to the Furnace Town living heritage museum in Snow Hill, MD.  Our route will take us via Routes 611 and 376 to the quaint town of Berlin, where “The Runaway Bride” was filmed.  From Berlin, we’ll follow 374 to Powellville, and then make a left on 354 to Furnace Town.  There we’ll experience 19th century village life in a company town located in the Pocomoke Forest.  At Furnace Town, also called Nescongo and Nasseongo, about 300 people lived and worked.  Miners, sawyers, colliers, molders, draymen and bargemen labored here to make iron.  The town is brought to life by artisans practicing their crafts at the woodworker’s shop, broom house, print shop and weaver’s.  Not all artisans will be onsite as we’ll be visiting late in the season but we’ll have a guided tour and “history lesson.”

10:45 – 11:15 a.m. History lesson in the Gathering Room.

11:15 – 12:00 p.m. Visit furnace, museum, artisans, shop Museum Store

12:00 – 12:30 p.m.  Box lunch* (under the pavilion, weather permitting)
· Because this site is located in a rather remote area, we’ve ordered box lunches for the group.  *I need to know your choice of Chicken Caesar Wrap, Roast Beef Sandwich, or Turkey Club Sandwich.  The box lunch includes your sandwich, side salad, cookie/brownie, water, coffee and Pepsi.

· Cost of the tour is $4.00 each; lunch is $9.00 each – total $13.00 per person.  www.furnacetown.com  
1:00 p.m. Depart Furnace Town and proceed to the island of Chincoteague, VA, approximately 35 miles and 45 minutes away.  We’ll take Route 12 to Chincoteague via Snow Hill (be careful crossing Route 113 at the intersection of Routes 113 and 12).  We’ll go through Girdletree, Stockton, pass a left turn sign for Greenbackville and enter Virginia around Horntown.  On to Chincoteague to the intersection of 175 and 679, we’ll go left on 175 (east).  We’ll pass the Wallops Flight Facility, NASA Visitor’s Center, NOAA and the salt marshes.  Taking the bridge into the town of Chincoteague, turn left on Main, right on Maddox and head to the Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge.  
If you do not already have a Golden Age Passport (for those age 62 and older), it would be a good idea to get one.  Entry into the park is free with the Golden Age Passport (available through the National Park Service), otherwise it’s $10. per vehicle.  Youngsters, who don’t qualify for Golden Age, may wish to carpool with a codger. (Hey, Studebaker people are always looking for economies!)
In the park, we’ll make a stop at the Assateague Lighthouse (a little past the lighthouse trail is an access road for handicap use where you can get closer to the lighthouse if walking the ¼ mile trail is a problem).  We’ll also visit the Herbert H. Bateman Center, a wildlife education center run by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Tom’s Cove Visitor Center, administered by the National Park Service.  www.chinco.fws.gov.
3:00 p.m. Depart the park.  We’re always on the lookout for our ice cream lovers and there are two good choices in Chincoteague: Mr. Whippy’s at 6201 Maddox Blvd. or a couple doors down is the Island Creamery.  We’ll leave Chincoteague after the ice cream stop and head back to the Ocean City area.  If time permits, we’ll make a quick stop at the Queponco Historic Railroad site in Newark, MD.  It’s an old restored Pennsylvania Railroad station and on the National Register of Historic Places.  We’ll take route 113 to 346 (east) to 50 (east).  Route 50 goes straight into Ocean City.  You have the option of heading back to the “city” and your hotel or turning left on route 589 from route 50 and head to Ocean Pines.  For those who are interested, you are welcome to visit Frank and Gail’s home at 1230 Carrollton Lane, Ocean Pines, MD 21811 for a brief “happy hour” before we go back into Ocean City for dinner.

7:00 p.m. Dinner at Seacrets Restaurant, 49th Street and the Bay, (410-524-4900).  They will not give us individual (couple) checks here but will provide one check per table.  www.seacrets.com.  Order from the menu and pay on your own.
Sunday, October 22, 2006

9:00 a.m. Depart the hotel and head north on Coastal Highway into Delaware.  Once we leave Ocean City and Fenwick Island please be on the lookout for turtles crossing the road.  We’ll go through Bethany Beach.  About 17 miles from your hotel is the Indian River Life Saving Station, Museum and Historic Site inside the Delaware Seashore State Park. 
9:30 – 10:00 a.m.  Tour the Indian River Life Saving Station.  The station was built in 1876 for use by the U.S. Lifesaving Service, a government organization created to respond to the alarming number of shipwrecks along the coastlines of the U.S.  It has been restored to its 1905 appearance.  
Admission is $3.50 per person; $2.50 age 62 and older; we’ll get a 50 cent discount, so $3.00 per person; $2.00 age 62 and older.
You’ll see the WWII observation towers on the ocean side of the road.  We’ll pass through the beach towns of Dewey and Rehoboth, unfortunately via Route 1…not as scenic as 1A but more efficient for us today (hopefully…we know there is road construction in the area but maybe not on Sunday morning!)  We’ll pass the shopping outlets (no sales tax in DE!!)  We’ll go east on Route 9 toward Lewes (pronounced “Lewis”), “the first town in the first state.”  
Stay on Route 9, turn right on Cape Henlopen Drive, go by the Lewes-Cape May Ferry entrance.  At this point we’ve gone approximately 30 miles since we left the hotel.  Another mile down the road will be the entrance to Cape Henlopen State Park.   We may want to park at the ferry parking lot and carpool into the park. There is an $8.00 per vehicle entrance fee ($4.00 if you have Delaware tags).
At the park we can take a look at one of the observation towers that are scattered along the coast.  These were used to protect the coastline during WWII and this one is open for people who wish to climb to the top and take a look at the surrounding area from on high.  Also in the park is what remains of Fort Miles, which the state is planning on restoring as a historic site.  There are old Army buildings (barracks, admin buildings, etc.) and a number of “big guns” and batteries overlooking the ocean.  They were positioned there to protect the mouth of the Delaware River and important ports such as Wilmington and Philadelphia. www.geocities.com/delbayforts/Fort_Miles/index.htm?20069.

We’ll leave the park, pick up the other vehicles and head into town, via Route 9 business (west) toward Lewes Beach and Downtown Lewes.  In Lewes we’ll visit the Zwaanendael Museum, which is located at the intersection of Kings Highway and Savannah Road (Route 9).  The museum is hard to miss, the architecture is striking.  The building features an ornamented gable with carved stonework and is an adaptation of the old town hall in Hoorn, Holland.  It was built in 1931 to commemorate the 300th anniversary of the first European settlement in Delaware.  It’s a small museum and won’t take long to go through (only the first floor is handicap accessible).  Admission is free, however donations are gladly accepted.
Following the visit to the museum, we will “release” the tour and everyone is on their own to either stay in town for lunch or head home.  We’ve been told…and had to check it out of course…that King’s on Second Street is a must for ice cream.  Lewes is celebrating its 375th anniversary and King’s is offering special anniversary flavors, such as Dutch Apple.  www.leweschamber.com.
To depart Lewes and head home (at least for those of you coming from “the other side,”) you’ll take Route 9 to Georgetown, then 404 to Route 50 west.  Savannah Road (Route 9 west) crosses Delaware Route 1 and becomes the Lewes-Georgetown Hwy.  There are a number of antique stores along Route 9 if you haven’t had enough yet.  In Georgetown at the traffic circle you’ll go around and to the right onto 404, then on to Route 50.

A final note:  We’ve tried to include as much in this fall tour as possible, but of course there are many more places to see in this area than time allows.  We would especially like to recommend Blackwater Refuge near Cambridge for nature lovers, the town of St. Michaels for “cute” shops and restaurants, and the Maritime Museum there, which we haven’t visited yet but definitely looks like a place to see.  Also, if we’d had more time we’d have gone to Oxford, MD or one of the islands, like Tangier or Smith.  One of our favorite local places is the Maryland end of Assateague Island, where there’s a state and federal park and the horses roam freely (not penned, as in VA).  There are some quirky places to see, also, for example the Spocott Windmill outside Cambridge, MD; the Treasuresea Museum above Sea Shell City in Fenwick, DE; and on and on.  Please plan to come back, and remember, “not all who wander are lost.”  Keep Studebakering!  Gail & Frank
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