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Designed in 40 days.  The hit of every car show it attended  …


Wedge-Shape body – Long Hood, Short Deck – Elegance and Simplicity


No bulging grillwork and very little chrome


Sculptured sides are based on the Coke bottle design (Coca Cola was a Loewy client)


Fiberglass body (like the 1954 Kaiser Darrin and some car that Chevrolet makes)


Only automobile ever exhibited at the Louvre





Studebaker President Sherwood Egbert, a pilot, wanted aircraft influences …


Very unique aerodynamic design 


Aircraft type switches on ceiling


Heater and vent controls like engine throttles


Red lighting for instrumentation for better night vision


Little sun visors that won’t swing to the side


Wheel openings based on “re-entry curves” of early sub-orbital space flights











Design team headed by Raymond Loewy


Loewy’s motto:    “MAYA”    -    Most Advanced, Yet Acceptable





Celebrities who have owned Avantis…





Roger Ward - Indy 500 winner, first Avanti owner


Ian Fleming - “007” author


Reggie Jackson 


Johnny Carson


Dick Van Dyke


Frank Sinatra


Alice Cooper


Gene Siskel 


Ricky Nelson


Dwight Yokam


Barbara Walters


Beach Boy, Al Jardine














Does this car look modern to you?























The producers of the 1998 science fiction film GATTACA thought so.


They used several Avantis because they wanted a car that looked like it came from the future.  (The Avanti was originally designed in 1961!)
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