
 

 Billings Family and their award winning 1963 at Greenwood Car Show 

 
Sisters Cindy & Sharan stand next to the Studebaker Avanti their parents bought new in 1964
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Roy Billings Award Winner 



The Basile clan was well represented by three generations of family at the show.  

Ryan Basile show off his Russian made three wheeler to Roy Billings. Generation 

three, Finn and Gauge Basile, are ready to hit the open road!  

 

 
 

Only a few of the beautiful Avantis we had all in a row. The crowd loved it! 

 



 
 

Sonny Wisner and Roger Tanner shoot the breeze. That’s Sonny’s highly modified 1955 

Studebaker on the next page. It was the center of much attention and the subject of original 

artwork by Seattle’s largest newspaper, The Seattle Times . 

 

 

 

Sonny - The Legend Of Greenwood!

 

 
 

Roger Tanner’s beautiful 1963 was driven 

all the way from Idaho to the Greenwood 

Car Show in Seattle. 

 

 



 



Video Jukebox 
 

 
 

Songs from the 40s, 50s, 60s, 70s and 80s with over 4,500 selections 

 
http://www.1959bhsmustangs.com/VideoJukebox.htm 

 



Avanti Powered ! 
Cabin Cruiser  

 



 
 
 

Have you heard the 
one about an R2 
Avanti Twin Engine 
Powered Boat?   
Coho Industries of 
Portland, Oregon built this 
boat in the winter of 1965. 
The twin R2 engines used 
R3 Pressure Boxes for 
better sealing of the 
carburetors. It has been 
rumored that these 
engines were “squirreled 
out” of the South, Bend 
factory in 1964 by a former 
Studebaker Corporation 
Stockholder. That story 
has never been confirmed. 
We do know that there 
were a number of R3 and 
R4 crate engines in 
existence at that time. 
(See picture on this page). 
One engine in the boat 
was a reverse rotation with 

the Superchargers 
mounted between the 
shafts from the front of the 
engine. The exhaust 
manifolds were water 
cooled. The boat had a top 
speed of thirty-five miles 
per hour and could sleep 
six people. This boat was 
well known in the Puget 
Sound area of Seattle, WA 
in the late 1960’s. The 
present disposition of this 
rare craft is not known.   
 



From the Driver’s Seat 

  

 

 

Three little words.  

The first uttered in darkness, the 

remainder as the lights come up and 

we behold the weathered features of 

Han Solo standing next to his furry  

companion, in the aging corridors of 

the Millennium Falcon. The new Star 

Wars movie will not be released until 

December of this year; but for those 

of us who have been driving our 

Avanti for many years; it is that type 

of emotion that hits us every time we 

get behind the wheel again! Like the 

Falcon, Editor Al’s 1964 R2 has 

found itself in “Dry Dock” once again 

for repairs!  

R5432 was in need of a new fuel 

pump. We decided to change the 

fuel filter in the glass bowl as well. 

1964 Avantis have a return line that 

is connected to the fuel filter. Al 

sourced a filter from a Chevy 

supplier -- the same filter cartridge 

used on the 1962 Chevy 409 cubic 

inch engine with dual quad 

carburetors. She’s real fine my 409!   

 



  

How We Fixed It - With our 

weather in the 90’s, this was a task to 

accomplish as early in the day as 

possible. The fuel pump on the 

Studebaker 259/289 resides under the 

power steering pump. The instructions 

in the shop manual are “useless” as 

they simply tell you to remove the old 

pump and put in a new one. So Al 

removed the battery and I took care of 

the one bolt and two nuts (not Al and 

Lou) that hold the power steering 

pump to the engine. We set the pump 

on the fender apron. Next I used vice 

gripe plier to shut off the fuel from 

the fuel line and return line. No 

smoking please. Then I removed the 

hard line that goes to the carburetor 

and the fuel hoses. The last step is to 

remove the two bolts that hold the 

pump to the timing gear cover. Then I 

swapped the fittings to the new pump 

using thread tape and reassembled it. 

We believe the car’s hard starting 

problem was caused by a weak 

diaphragm in the pump. A test drive 

revealed the car now has more power 

on acceleration. Hopefully, the 

starting problem is also solved.  

 

 

 

 

 



Events we attended in June 

 

Bi-Plane Weekend was held 

again at Paine Field in Everett. This 

event was hosted by John Sessions’ 

Historic Flight Museum. We had nine 

cars ranging from Ray Keehner’s 

1930 Studebaker to my 1985 Avanti 

Touring Coupe! The weather was 

nice; but the crowds were down as 

Paul Allen’s Flying Heritage 

collection was hosting the Collings 

Foundation Warbirds. It is tough 

when you have two events competing 

on opposite sides of the airport.   

Thank you to Vanessa Dunn for 

inviting CAN and SDC to this event!  

Greenwood Car Show on 

Saturday June27th started very early 

as Al Basile and I arrived at our 

assigned parking location at 5:30am. 

We filled all of our reserved spots and 

borrowed a few from the Chrysler 

Club. As you can see from the photos, 

we had a lot of smiling faces in our 

group. With the temperature forecast 

in the high 80’s, we set up the official 

CAN Pop-Up Shelter. I had a special 

chair for attendees that wanted to 

learn more about our cars. We 

attracted a lot of attention among the 

estimated 40,000 show attendees. Al 

dubbed me   the “Avanti Ambassador 

of Goodwill”.  I’ve been called worse! 

     



Club Avanti Northwest again hosted a breakfast for our group at The Greenwood 

Senior Center. As usual, we received great, friendly, service and lots of good food!  

We thank them for their hospitality.  

 

 
 

 

The viewing public had rarely seen this many examples of the Avanti and assorted 

Studebakers. They had many questions and we all did our best to answer them all.   

As you can see from our calendar, there are still plenty of events left this summer. 

In particular, we hope to see a good turnout of the “Avanti Brand” at the Can-Am 

Meet at Kelso, WA.  

 
Bruce Tschider’s Slick 1984 Avanti 



 Calendar 2015

 

July 18   - All Chapter Picnic – Mud Mountain Dam 

July 19
th

 ORPHANED & DISCONTINUED CAR SHOW (see flyer) 

August 16-22 - 51st AOAI & SDC International Meet 

August - Dennis Adams Garage Tour - Portland. OR 

August 28-30 - Can-Am Zone Meet 

September 12 – “Drive Your Studebaker Day” at 

Bell’s Studebaker Museum & Diner Open House 

For more information on any of these events see President Lou’s 

column or e-mail the Editor at:  alanbasile@gmail. 

Saturday, July 18 – 

Enumclaw, WA - 10am-3pm.  This is a beautiful park with covered barbecue 

facilities.  A playground is there for the kiddies. This is always a nice relaxing day! 

 

 

August 16-22 AOAI & SDC International– (See Flyer this issue) 



August 28-30 Pacific Can-Am Zone Meet 

 
Kelso, WA – All Can “paid-up” Members were mailed a booklet! This is 

really a North-South Avanti Owners Meet, as it is close to the Southwest 

Washington/ Portland area, so let’s see those cars out at the show!   

Saturday September 12th –    

What can we say? If you have never been -- you don’t know what you are missing! 

This event has the most repeat attendees of any Club function we know of.   

 

Avanti Legend Lionel Stone with Stephanie & James Bell last year  



  



         

When The Avanti 

Was A Daily Driver 

 

     



  

  

The Missouri/Illinois “Gateway” Chapters of the Studebaker Drivers 
Club and the Avanti Owners Association, Inc. are honored to host the 
51st International SDC Meet!  We invite members of SDC, AOAI and 
Antique Studebaker Club to join us in the Maryland Heights suburb of 
greater St. Louis for a memorable experience during the week of 
August 16 thru August 22, 2015. 

Just as St. Louis is central to the United States, the Meet location is 
central to the St. Louis metropolitan area with access to Interstates as 
well as local attractions.  Regarding local attractions, the largest St. 
Louis attraction, the Gateway Arch will be celebrating 50 years in 
2015.  Coincidently, in 2015, the AOAI will also be 50 years old.  Both 
will be recognized. 

The host hotel for the 51st International Meet is the Sheraton 
Westport Chalet, part of the Westport Plaza complex; a family friendly 
hotel and entertainment complex.  All of the Meet’s events will be 
held at the complex.  Other than tours, you may not need to leave the 
grounds.  Tours are being planned for the Arch, the Anheuser-Busch 
Brewery, Busch Stadium, St. Louis Zoo, local transportation 
museums and other venues. 



     

 

These are recommendations based upon member personal experience and are not 

a guarantee of performance. No warranty is expressed or implied!  

 Old Keys Cut- The one to go to if you want original keys would be Jarvis.  

He can even cut to code.  He is located in Lynnwood.  Ph> 425-776-2804, e-

mail is: modeltbug@aol.com 

 Dave Thibeault  -Show Quality Carburetor and Distributor Repair – Hard to 

Find Parts, 978-897-3158 

 Classic Auto Restoration, 17319 SE Blanton, Milwaukie, OR, 503-230-7970 (My 

original choice, very good conscientious work, reasonably priced, but he's now 

operating out of a big garage attached to his home, which is further away from 

where I live).  

 Jim's Upholstery, 14912 SE Cedar Ave., Milwaukie, OR, 503-708-6302 (He did a 

beautiful job replacing the upholstery in my Avanti, above and beyond what it 

might have been.  Dave Gay Portland, OR 

 Jon Myer – Hard to Find Avanti Parts – spookys@1st.net  

 Advanced Collision Repair Center, Inc.: 225 N. 1st Street, Sunnyside, WA 

98944, Phone: 509-837-5966 Fax: 509-839-2003 E-mail: acrc@acrcinc.com 

Website: www.acrcinc.com (Owner’s Ron & DeAnn Hochhalter’s business 

specializes in collision, frame, restoration (including fiberglass) and refinishing 

of all makes and models.  They have a love for the Avanti and Studebakers of all 

kinds.  Proud and honored to be a part of the Avanti #1001 Project for the LeMay 

American’s Car Museum in Tacoma, WA where they contributed all the body 

restoration and refinishing on the first production #1 1963 Studebaker Avanti 

DeAnn Hochhalter 

mailto:modeltbug@aol.com


                                                                                                                                                                                  
              

 Studebaker International Parts 97 N 150 W, Greenfield, IN 46140 
      317-462-3124 Great Catalog of everything Studebaker & Avanti  

 Advanced Truck Repair DBA Spokane Soda Works Soda Blast Service    

 6050C N. Sunview Way, Nine Mile Falls, WA 99026 509-467-9800 

 Art Brass Plating Chrome Plating 

 5516 3rd Ave South, Seattle, WA 98108  (206)-767-4443 
 

 Jerome's Upholstering Auto Upholstery Service 635 Beaumont Drive, 
Bellingham, WA 98226 

 

 112th St Radiator Repair All things Radiator-also clean gas tanks 3108 112th St 
East, Tacoma, WA  98446 

 

 Silverstone Exhaust Avanti Stainless Steel exhaust system 

 118 Culloden Road, Ingersoll, ON CANADA N5C3R1 
 

 Matthew Burnett  Stainless Restoration 2008 Chuli Nene, Tallahassee, FL 
32301 

 

 Mikes Carburetor Parts 360-347-1077 5733 188th Avenue SW Rochester WA 
98579 - Carburetor re-build kits, buys Carb cores 

 

 Olson's Gaskets 360-871-1207 Pt Orchard WA 98366 Gaskets of all kinds 
 

 Bud's Machine and Engine 253-588-2837 12019 Pacific Hwy SW Lakewood, WA 
98499 Machine shop 

 Supercharger rebuild: ERB Products, John ERB,  4019 Ponderosa Drive, 
Carson City, NV 89701 775-883-6494  johnerb@sbcglobal.net 

 

 Brake Booster Exchange/Rebuild: Booster Dewey, 4335 SE 63rd Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97206    503-238-8882 

           Renée Crist 
 If any of the local members have an Avanti with a Sky-Top Moonroof, and 

there's a problem with it, I'd be willing to have them contact me to see if I can 
help find a solution.  I've retained service guides and may know where some 
parts are still available.  erniew@soon.com 

            Ernest Wolf 

 
 

 

 



2015 Dues Renewal 
 

 
This month we begin our annual 

membership renewal period. The 

renewal form is on the last page. 

The instructions for sending in a 

check are there. You can also pay 

using PayPal as well. Go to: 

www.paypal.com. Then click on 

“send money on line”. Type in 

the amount ($15 or $25). Select 

“buying something”. Then type 

in my PayPal email address: 

abasile@nac.net. Follow the 

prompts and be sure to include 

your name, address, and AOAI 

membership number. 

 

Having a common renewal date 

is necessary as we don’t have the 

people power necessary to 

process dues every month. 

All members will receive the 

newsletter for 12 months 

regardless of the month they 

joined or last paid dues. Our goal 

is to have all renewals done by 

September 1, 2015. Please use 

the form on the last page to mail 

your payment to the editor. 

 

Your financial support is the life 

blood of this chapter. 

Without it – we can not continue! 

If you are enjoying the newsletter 

and/or our club activities, we 

hope you will send in your 

payment. Our dues remain at $15 

for electronic newsletter and $25 

for a mailed copy. 

 

 

 

We are the only AOAI chapter that delivers a full color 24 

page newsletter each and every month! It’s a bargain. Don’t 

forget to update your info, including a current email 

address. 
 

http://www.paypal.com/
mailto:abasile@nac.net


 FOR SALE 
1941 Studebaker 4dr sedan, great driver, 
restored in 1989 and in nice condition - 
$15,000 
1963 GT Hawk, older restoration, needs re-
do, 289/3sp. od, front disc brakes with dual 
master cylinder. - $8,000 obo 
1966 Daytona Sport Sedan, 350 Chevy 
small block, Borg Warner auto trans, 3:31 
TT with flanged axles, new interior, new 
tires. Drive anywhere. $8000 obo. 
1948 Chevy Fleetmaster coupe, 350/350 
Camaro diff, MII front suspension, rack and 
pinion power steering, Diamondback wide 
whitewalls on chrome reverse. Much more. 
$29,900. obo. 
briankcurtis22@yahoo.com 
360-312-0758

 
 
 

Avanti Workshop Manual & Avanti 
Chassis and Body Parts Catalog, 

they are in good condition and $25 each. 
Phil Groshong 25639 Mayola Lane Eugene, 
OR  97402 
541 935-4129 

 
1963 - 1964 Avanti Carpet Set - 
$225 Why pay twice as much for the 
dealer price? 
 new 15 piece Studebaker Avanti black 
carpet set.It also includes carpet for 
bottom of doors, center console and rear 
seat riser. We installed 2 sets in our 
Avanti’s and they fit nice. Carpet set is 
Black with jute padding and heel pad. 
May fit other years as well.            

James Bell – 360-738-0103 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lance”s New Book – Available Now  
vintagevehicle@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Wanted! 1953 to 1955 
Commander Two Door – E-mail 
adawn2@comcast.net 

 
1962 Studebaker Hawk, Green 

289 4 bbl. Carburetor 
Climatizer, Radio 
Power Brakes, Power Steering 
Automatic Transmission. 
Randy Coplen  206-947-4900,  Burien, 

Washington 

 

 

Wanted! DELCO 8 Track AM/FM Radio 

for 78-80 Chevy.  Call Ray Wilson at   

250-374-5251 

___________________________ 
 
 
1963  AVANTI R2  Serial number 
63R2864, Automatic, red on red, 
numbers matching, newer paint and 
upholstery, professionally 
maintained.  Second in class at two 
NW Concourses and awards at local 
car shows.  122k miles.  $23,000.  
(Contact Dave Gay at 503-256-0229 or 
ddgay@sbcglobal.net, leave message.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

     

                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 Club Avanti Northwest                                      Issue 6- 2015 

 Avanti Owners Association International      Dues Are Now Due! 

 Al Basile – Editor - (alanbasile@gmail.com)                         

    Lou Cote'           - President  

 Dennis Adams    - Membership Secretary 

 Mary West          - Director 

 Steve Dowling    - Director 

 Bob Bryant         - Director 

 Warren Cortesi   - Director 

 17731 Spruce Way  

 Lynnwood, WA   98037                             

 Phone: 425-361-2225                              

                                                      

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL - CAN - Dues $15/$25   AOAI membership is required  !!     

AOAI Number: _________________ 

 Name(s): _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ ZIP _____________________ 

 Email:               ______________________________________________ (we must have this) 

 Phone numbers: _________________________________________________________ 

Avanti(s) owned:__________________________________________________________ ___________       

                              

Make check out to: Club  Avanti Northwest -  Mail check  with your application  to: 

Alan N. Basile, 17731 Spruce Way, Lynnwood, WA 98037 – See PayPal Payment Option Inside: alanbasile@nac.net 

 

Joining Our National Club is easy. Just log on to AOAI.ORG and click on the membership tab. 

 

 


